Val-d'Or
Gold, Grit and the Road to
the North

Long ago, the endless forests, rocky hills, and sparkling lakes of northwestern Quebec hid an
incredible secret beneath their ancient rocks. Nearly 100 years ago, determined prospectors
uncovered rich deposits of gold that transformed this remote wilderness into what is now called Val-
d'Or, French for "Valley of Gold", one of Canada's greatest gold mining camps.

The Search for a Golden Discovery

In the early 1930s, Canada was in the middle of the Great Depression, and jobs were hard to find. As
stories spread about gold hidden beneath the rocky hills of Quebec's Abitibi region, hopeful
prospectors packed their supplies and headed into the wilderness. They searched the ancient rocks,
carefully studying the land and collecting samples, hoping to uncover a valuable discovery. Instead of
finding giant gold nuggets, they found tiny pieces of gold trapped inside solid rock. These clues told
them that much larger gold deposits could be waiting deep underground.

One of these prospectors was Jack Sullivan, an experienced miner who believed the area held great
potential. In 1931, he and his partners discovered what became the Sullivan Mine, one of the first
major discoveries of gold deposits in the region. Soon afterward, more gold was found at the
Lamaque and Sigma mines. Geologists discovered that these deposits were connected by a network
of gold-bearing veins. These veins formed millions of years ago when cracks in the rock were filled
with hot, mineral-rich fluids. As the fluids cooled, they left behind gold and other minerals, creating
valuable deposits deep underground. It was clear that this wasn't just one lucky discovery, but the
beginning of one of Canada's greatest gold mining camps.
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Going Underground

Unlike miners during the Gold Rush who searched rivers for loose gold, Val-d'Or was a hard-rock
mining camp. Miners had to dig deep underground to reach the gold trapped inside solid rock. They
drilled tunnels called shafts, blasted rock, and brought the gold-bearing ore to the surface. At
processing plants, the valuable gold was separated from the surrounding rock before it could be
turned into bars or used in products around the world. As technology improved, mines reached
deeper underground and became safer and more efficient.

A Legacy Built on Mining

Many mining towns grow quickly during a mineral discovery, but not all of them stand the test of
time. Val-d'Or was different. The rich gold deposits in the region supported mining for decades,
allowing the small camp to grow into a thriving city. Schools, hospitals, businesses, and
neighbourhoods developed alongside the mines, creating a community that continued to grow. Over
the years, generations of miners, engineers, geologists, heavy equipment operators, and
environmental specialists built careers in Val-d'Or, helping shape the region into one of Canada's
most important mining centres.

Val d'Or Today

Today, nearly a century after the first discoveries, Val-d'Or is still one of Canada's most important gold
mining centres. Modern companies continue to explore, mine, and process gold from the same
ancient rocks that first attracted prospectors in the 1930s. The story of Val-d'Or reminds us that
mining is about much more than finding gold, it is about curiosity, teamwork, science, and the
technology needed to understand the Earth and its resources. Thanks to the people who studied the
rocks beneath the forest and built a community around mining, the "Valley of Gold" continues to be
an important part of Canada's mining story.

Gold is a valuable, soft,
conductive metal that has been
used in jewellery, electronics,
medical tools and more,
powering people’s lives for
thousands of years.
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